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PICTURE OF THE MONTH 

These two TJROS V photographs (pass 4363/4362, 
cumera 1, frames 2s  mid 26) were taken on April 19, 1963, 
a t  approxitiiat~ely 1917 cwr and were received a t  Point 
Mugu, Calif., via tape mode. Raja California is clearly 
visible in the photograph a t  right, and it also appears in 
the upper right corner of the picture a t  left. North is 
indicuted by the arrows. 

A striking arid unexplained feature is the long streak of 
cloud oriented approsimately WSW-ENE :tcross the 
middle ol  both pictures. The western end of the cloud 
streak is located near i i  smt~ll bright cloud which is about 
500 mi. southwest of Raja California, uncl the streak 
itself extends in an unbroken line nearly to the southern 
elid oE that peninsula. Broken mid less well defined 
filntnents continue across the peiiiiisula and well into the 
mrtin1:ind of Mexico. A somewhat siinilitr cloud I‘eature, 

occurring in the same geiier:Ll ilreil, appeared as the April 
1963 “Picture of the Month.” 

The cloud streak and the associated fdameiits alriiost 
certaiiily :ire composed of cirrus or cirriforim clouds a t  a 
much higher el eva tioii thmi t,h e low -level s tr a t ocum ulus 
present beuenth the streak and to the north of it. At 
least three possible esplnuntions rniLy be offered, none ol 
which seems entirely satisfactory: 

( I )  The  cirrus streak w : ~  produced by upward motion 
in the high troposphere itssociiated with a nearby jet  
stream ; 

(2) The small bright cloud near the western end of the 
streak is ii cumulonimbus cloud that produced the long 
plume of cirrus; 

(3) The cirrus plume is the outgrowth of an airclaft 
condensation trail. 
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